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                                ACEN Australia acknowledges the resilience and knowledge of the Traditional Custodians of this nation. We pay our respects to elders past and present, the many Aboriginal people that did not make their elder status and to those that continue to care for country.
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            The project

New England Solar is a 720MW solar and battery project currently being built in stages near Uralla in the NSW New England region. It is one of the largest solar projects to be participating in the National Electricity Market (NEM). The project sits across a 2,000-hectare site of mostly cleared grazing land, traversed by an existing 330kV power line owned and operated by TransGrid.

Stage 1 (400MW) commenced generating clean, renewable electricity into NSW and Queensland in 2023. Stage 2 (320MW) and a 200MW/2 hour battery will start construction in 2024. The project is being delivered with the support of host landholders, First Nations and the Uralla community. The New England BESS is being built through the support of the NSW Government’s Emerging Energy Program.
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Rows of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels are being installed on a single axis tracking system that follows the path of the sun, while also allowing adequate space for sheep to continue grazing on the land in between and underneath the panels. Over 1.5 million solar panels will be installed on completion.

Read More        


            
        
                            

            
                            
                                            
                            INVESTING IN THE New England region                        
                    
                    
                                            
                            In 2023, ACEN Australia secured a 20 year Long Term Energy Service Agreement (LTESA) for New England Solar in the NSW Government’s first renewable energy and storage auction. The LTESA is a risk management mechanism that will support the project in the future if the National Electricity Market moves into a sustained period of low prices. In return for the long term insurance value provided by the LTESA, ACEN Australia has made substantial financial commitments to support community initiatives, regional manufacturing and employment, and Indigenous participation.                        
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            At a glance        
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                                MW                            

                                            

                
	
                                            
                            More than                        
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                                in community funding into Uralla over the next 25+ years                            

                                            

                
	
                                            
                            Power                        
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                        New England region                    

                
                                    ACEN Australia is committed to the New England region for decades to come. Learn more about the NSW Government's New England Renewable Energy Zone.
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                Community

Built on a foundation of trust and shared value, we seek to develop relationships with communities that create enduring and positive impact. Here are some of the things we are doing at New England Solar.

	200k already invested through Uralla Grants to community groups, businesses and organisations through the stewardship of a Community Reference Group
	$7m in community funding to come through ACEN Australia’s Social Investment Program (SIP).
	Stage 1 built using 80% regional workforce
	Solar panel rows and heights allows for grazing to co-exist
	1.5% of project value commitment to First Nations participation being delivered through contracting, employment, training and business innovation
	20% of project working hours commitment to Learning Worker participation to be delivered through traineeships and apprenticeships
	39% of project value target local content for construction materials from Australia or New Zealand
	Addressing housing affordability and availability through an adaptive management plan for worker accommodation
	Commitment to prioritise the participation of Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs)  to deliver goods and services
	Commitment to product stewardship through environmental and social procurement that encourage circular economy outcomes
	Commitment to responsibly decommission all project infrastructure at the end of project life


Social Investment Program

Applications for Round 1 of our 2024 Social Investment Program community grants, sponsorships and donations closed on 29 March. Thank you to everyone who submitted applications. Round 1 recipients will be announced in May.

ACEN Australia’s Social Investment Program (SIP) provides grants and sponsorships for eligible individuals and organisations that are contributing to building thriving and resilient communities in Uralla Shire and surrounds.

A total of $150,000 in grants, sponsorships and donations will be provided through the New England Solar Social Investment in 2024, divided evenly between two rounds of funding spaced six months apart.

Round 2 will be conducted in mid-2024.

[image: ]

We are continuing our support of the New England region, with more than $7M to be invested. It is our voluntary contribution to help build and maintain thriving and resilient communities.

The ACEN Australia New England Social Investment Program (SIP) funding is allocated for the next 25+ years. Initial funding for three years will be administered via two streams, and reviewed thereafter.
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Community Reference Group 2024

The members of our new Community Reference Group (CRG) will be announced soon. The CRG will assess grant applications to the 2024 New England Solar Social Investment Program and we received many Expressions of Interest from community members with vast relevant experience and knowledge.

The selection process was focused on establishing a panel that represents Uralla Shire and surrounds as broadly as possible – geographically, demographically and in the range of experience and interests.

Find out more about the valuable contribution the CRG has played in assessing grant applications since 2021, and the role of the new panel in 2024.
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Learn how the Uralla Grants program has been helping the community
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First Nations participation
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New England Solar is being built with the support of the Anaiwan First Nations people who have been a part of the project since it began. Just as the Anaiwan people have been doing for thousands of years, today ACEN seeks to harness the sun’s resources using new technologies, providing meaningful opportunities for First Nations to participate in, and share in the benefits that Australia’s growing renewable energy industry offers.

What started in 2018 as a process to support the NSW Government Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment requirements, a partnership between ACEN Australia and the project’s Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has evolved. It represents a shared respect for a long term relationship that extends beyond the immediate need for protection of country, and towards a partnership that fosters building cultural knowledge while providing meaningful opportunities for Aboriginal groups to economically participate in the project, creating benefits for generations to come.
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Worker accommodation
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The expected peak construction workforce for New England Solar Stage 2 is 400 and we have a workforce accommodation strategy with the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) to limit the impact on regional housing availability and affordability.

[image: ]

ACEN Australia seeks to reduce the impact on short term stay accommodation in the New England region as part of the construction of New England Solar. If you have a property available for rent, we would be be interested in hearing from you. Please register your details and they will be provided to our contracting partners.
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Jobs and business

We have a commitment to employ and buy locally where we can so we can keep the benefits local. With such a significant construction investment, it is anticipated that there will be many opportunities for regional businesses to be involved. Goods and services likely to be procured locally include:
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We use an EPC contracting model to construct our projects. To register your interest in employment or to supply goods and  services for the construction of New England Solar, please provide your details for forwarding to our EPC contracting partners.
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                        DRIVING POSITIVE CHANGE FOR PEOPLE AND PLANET                    

                
                                    We know the importance of early engagement with communities and stakeholders and are guided by industry and global standards.
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                        Update                    
                
                
                    2 Apr, 2024                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar April 2024 project update                
            


            
                Read our New England Solar April 2024 project update, for all the latest news and events.            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    13 Mar, 2024                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia and SmartestEnergy sign PPA for clean electricity generated from New England Solar                
            


            
                13 March 2024, NSW, Australia – ACEN, through its wholly owned subsidiary, ACEN Australia, and SmartestEnergy have signed a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) to offtake…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    5 Mar, 2024                
            

            
                
                    ACEN and ZEN Energy forge alliance to drive renewable energy expansion in Australia                
            


            
                4 March 2024 – ACEN, through its subsidiary, ACEN Australia, announced today that it has signed a cooperation agreement with Australian-owned ZEN Energy Retail (ZEN…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    5 Mar, 2024                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia partners with Marubeni Asian Power Singapore to develop a 200 MW battery energy storage system in Australia                
            


            
                04 March 2024, Melbourne, Australia – ACEN Australia (of the Ayala Group) and Marubeni Asian Power Singapore signed a Cooperation Agreement for the joint development…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    4 Mar, 2024                
            

            
                
                    Get all the latest news from our New England Solar project updates                
            


            
                Get all the latest news on New England Solar Stage 1 operations and Stage 2 design and construction from our regular project updates.            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    28 Feb, 2024                
            

            
                
                    ACEN secures AU$ 150M green term loan from ANZ and Westpac to fund renewables expansion in Australia                
            


            
                27 February 2024 – ACEN, through its subsidiary, ACEN Australia, announced today that it has secured a total of AU$ 150 million green term loan…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    27 Feb, 2024                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar launches first round of community grants for 2024                
            


            
                February 2024, NSW – Uralla organisations and individuals are being invited to apply for the latest round of a community grants program run by the…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    22 Jan, 2024                
            

            
                
                    Get all the latest news from our New England Solar project updates                
            


            
                Get all the latest news on New England Solar Stage 1 operations and Stage 2 design and construction from our regular project updates.            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    21 Dec, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Community Reference Group Expressions of Interest now open                
            


            
                We are inviting expressions of interest from people interested in joining a Community Reference Group (CRG) to assess grant applications to the 2024 New England…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Highlight                    
                
                
                    21 Dec, 2023                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar welcomes Construction on Country to site                
            


            
                New England Solar recently welcomed Construction on Country participants to site for a tour and to learn more about job opportunities and pathways within the…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    12 Dec, 2023                
            

            
                
                    2,000 solar grazing merinos flock back to New England Solar                
            


            
                More than 2,000 merino sheep are now grazing across the New England Solar Stage 1 site, as production from the solar farm reaches its 400 MW capacity.            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    30 Oct, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Completing final works for New England Solar Stage One                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    28 Sep, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia New England Social Investment Program (SIP)                
            


            
                ACEN Australia New England Social Investment Program (SIP) Congratulations to recipients of the recent round of the New England Solar Uralla Grants program which was…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    19 Sep, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Catching up and checking in for RUOK Day                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Highlight                    
                
                
                    18 Sep, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Ayala Corporation Board visit New England Solar                
            


            
                Last month ACEN Australia had the pleasure of hosting members of the Ayala Corporation Board around our New England Solar site, along with senior members…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    21 Aug, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Get the latest news from our Project Update                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    21 Aug, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Uralla Grants steps up to fund more community projects                
            


            
                Health care, sports and recreation, emergency services and recycling projects across Uralla are set to receive extra funding from the latest round of ACEN Australia’s…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    24 Jul, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Moving to Stage 2 construction works                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Highlight                    
                
                
                    21 Jul, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia recognised as a finalist in the CEC National Awards for Indigenous Engagement                
            


            
                Thanks Clean Energy Council for a huge #aces2023. It was a big one for ACEN this time – participating in several panels but most humbling, to be recognised…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    10 Jul, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Check out what’s happening in our the latest project update                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    22 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia Leadership Changes                
            


            
                After six and half years as Co-founder and CEO, Anton Rohner will be moving on from the role as CEO of ACEN Australia. While Anton…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    13 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar June project update                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    30 May, 2023                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar battery storage increased to bring on-demand, greener energy for NSW                
            


            
                30 May 2023, NSW – ACEN Australia welcomes the NSW Government’s decision to approve its proposal to increase the size of the New England Solar…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    1 May, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Read the latest New England Solar project update                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    1 May, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia secures two long term energy service agreements for its solar projects in NSW Government’s first renewable energy and storage auction                
            


            
                01 May 2023, NSW – ACEN Australia secured 20 year Long Term Energy Service Agreements (LTESAs) for two of its solar projects in the NSW…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    16 Mar, 2023                
            

            
                
                    New England Solar, one Australia’s largest solar projects, officially opened                
            


            
                16 March 2023, NSW – Stage 1 of ACEN Australia’s New England Solar project was officially opened today by the Hon Chris Bowen MP, Federal…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    6 Mar, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Working around Aboriginal cultural sites                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    6 Feb, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Read the latest project update for 2023                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    20 Dec, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Check out our last project update for 2022                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    20 Dec, 2022                
            

            
                
                    First energy production from 400 MW New England Solar project                
            


            
                20 December 2022, NSW – ACEN Australia is pleased to announce that its New England Solar project has been granted formal registration to send power…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    6 Dec, 2022                
            

            
                
                    A new round of projects win funding from the Uralla Grants program                
            


            
                $50,000 to help kick start projects and events across Uralla Seventeen local projects will share in $50,000 under the latest round of funding from the…
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                    Working towards solar project connection                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
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                    Application to modify development consent is on public exhibition                
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                    Apply now for a grant to support your community project or event                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    20 Sep, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Uralla Grants program open again for community projects or events                
            


            
                Uralla Grants is back! $5,000 grants for community projects or events now available Community events or projects across the Uralla region will get a big…
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                    22 Aug, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Good progress is made on solar farm substation and switch yard                
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                    Application to modify the approved New England Solar project                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    25 Jul, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Solar module installations continue on solar and battery project                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    15 Jul, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Road closed: Segment Five Big Ridge Rd                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    11 Jul, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Application to modify the approved New England Solar project                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    6 Jul, 2022                
            

            
                
                    The UPC\AC Renewables brand is transitioning to ACEN Australia                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    27 Jun, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Solar modules go up across solar farm site                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    25 Jun, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Ooralla: A collection of Stories from First Nations                
            


            
                Aboriginal groups and solar project work together to protect and share cultural knowledge of the New England region in documentary film 25 June 2022, NSW…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    30 May, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Tracker installations progress, as construction starts on battery site                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    1 Apr, 2022                
            

            
                
                    150 tonne transformers trucked into New England Solar Farm site                
            


            
                Friday 1 April 2022  The first of two 150 tonne electricity transformers will be trucked in to the New England Solar Farm site near Uralla…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    3 Dec, 2021                
            

            
                
                    Uralla Grants program kicks in to support next round of community projects                
            


            
                Friday December 3, 2021  Projects targeting tree planting, community events and upgrades to local schools, pre-schools, sporting and aged care facilities will be awarded funding…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    15 Jul, 2021                
            

            
                
                    Uralla Grants: $50,000 funding available for community projects                
            


            
                More local projects, events or initiatives from across the Uralla region can now cash in on $50,000 in funding available from the second round of…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    28 Sep, 2020                
            

            
                
                    EPC contractor appointed to start work on New England Solar Farm                
            


            
                 Monday 28 September, 2020  EPC contractor appointed to start work on New England Solar Farm  A major milestone for the Australian energy sector has been…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    24 Jun, 2020                
            

            
                
                    UPC/AC Renewables Australia 720MW New England Solar Farm commences early construction works and signs connection arrangements                
            


            
                24th June 2020 UPC\AC Renewables Australia is pleased to announce that it has signed the connection agreement with Transgrid for the connection arrangements for the…
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                                                            137 KB                                                        

                                                                                                    
                                            


                            

                                            

                                    
                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        Environmental Audits                                    
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            Contact

ACEN Australia Complaints Procedure

ACEN Australia Complaints Procedure

        

    



    
        
    
        Subscribe to updates    

    Sign up to receive key updates from ACEN Australia. If you would like project specific updates, please select projects you would like to hear about from the list.


    
        
            Your name        
        
    


    
        
            Your email        
        
    


    
        
            Postcode        
        
    


    
        
            Select what you would like to subscribe to receive updates for        
        
            
            
                ACEN Australia            
        

        
            
            
                Aquila Wind, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Axedale Solar, VIC            
        

        
            
            
                Birriwa Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Deeargee Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Narragamba Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                New England Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                North East Wind, TAS            
        

        
            
            
                Phoenix Pumped Hydro, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Robbins Island and Jim's Plain Wind, TAS            
        

        
            
            
                Stubbo Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Valley of the Winds, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Yindjibarndi Energy Corporation, WA            
        

    


    
        
            
            
                I agree to be emailed            
        

        
    

    
        
            Privacy Policy        
    


    
        Submit    





            
        
                    Project site

Big Ridge Road, Uralla

NSW, 2358

Uralla office

96b Bridge Street,

Uralla, NSW, 2358

Email

info@newenglandsolar.com.au

Social media

Follow us on Facebook

Phone

1800 844 889

Contracting partners

Stage 1 operations – Elecnor Australia

Phone: 0417 261 453

Address: Suite 02, Level 2, 65 Berry Street, North Sydney NSW 2060

Stage 2 and BESS – to be appointed 2024

NSW EnergyCo

For enquiries relating to the design and implementation of NSW Renewable Energy Zones

www.energyco.nsw.gov.au/contact

1800 118 894
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                                    Operations                                


                                                                    	
                                                
                                                    New England Solar Stage 1                                                
                                            


                                                            

                                                    
                                
                                    In Construction                                
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                                                    Stubbo Solar                                                
                                            


                                                            

                                                    
                                
                                    In Development                                
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                                                    Narragamba Solar                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    North East Wind                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Phoenix Pumped Hydro                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Robbins Island and Jim’s Plain Wind                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Valley of the Winds                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Yindjibarndi Energy Corporation                                                
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                            ACEN Australia acknowledges the resilience and knowledge of the Traditional Custodians of this nation. We pay our respects to elders past and present, the many Aboriginal people that did not make their elder status and to those that continue to care for country.
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