
 

An unlucky lightning strike early last year caused 
irreparable damage to the invertor connected to the solar 
PV system at St Joseph’s Primary School.
The system helped significantly cut the school’s energy 
costs, but it also reduced its carbon footprint by sourcing 
clean renewable energy from the natural power of the 
sun.
Students at the school also monitored the energy 
generated from the system, providing valuable lessons 
on how electricity is generated and distributed.
Unfortunately, the costly invertor replacement was not 
factored into the school budget.
So the school applied for funding from the first round of 
the Uralla Grants program.
Uralla Grants was set up to share the benefits of the New 
England Solar Farm with the Uralla Shire, Dangarsleigh 
and Kellys Plains communities. It provides grants of up 
to $5,000 for local community projects or initiatives, 
allocated via two rounds of funding.
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Upgrades to Barleyfields 
Rd have commenced

Construction works upgrading Barleyfields Rd 
(north of Big Ridge Rd) have commenced. 
Traffic control is in place, and this may cause 
delays on Barleyfields Rd. If possible, please 
use New England Hwy as an alternate route.

Work is expected to start this month on a new 
right hand turn lane travelling north on the 
New England Highway into Barleyfields Rd, as 
part of road upgrade works for the New 
England Solar Farm. A temporary speed 
reduction to 80km/h on the New England Hwy 
will be applied near this intersection.

The St Joseph’s Primary School project was last year 
selected for funding by the Community Reference Group 
set up to help oversee the program.
Not only did it get enough funding to replace the broken 
invertor, but it also was able to purchase four new smart 
tablets for students.  
The second round of Uralla Grants is now open for new 
applications for grants of up to $5,000.
The grants could support a range of projects from 
facility upgrades, local sporting or education programs 
or energy efficiency or beautification projects.

Uralla Grants help school 
plug into solar power  

APPLY NOW FOR 
URALLA GRANTS ROUND 2

www.newenglandsolarfarm.com.au/urallagrants


